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When it was decided that the European Society for 
Vascular Surgery was to have an official voice in the 
form of a journal, Peter Bell from Leicester as the first 
Editor worked hard and succeeded in establishing this 
new journal as an important organ for vascular 
surgeons. Initially, there were six issues/year. Because 
of an increasing inflow of high quality papers, the time 
has now come to change to monthly publication - -  
this after only a short period with eight issues/year. 
With this change one of my aims when I started as an 
editor has been fulfilled. ~ 
At present he rejection rate for original articles is 
49%, a figure which has steadily increased. For case 
reports it is as high as 85% which means that only 
cases which are considered of real interest are 
accepted for publication. One major concern and aim 
for me as editor is to maintain the high scientific 
quality of the journal and in this task I receive great 
help from my Associate Editors and the Editorial 
Board and also from many reviewers outside the 
official board. Let me take this opportunity to thank 
them all for their dedicated work. My secretary Mona 
Bj6rklund, who makes an excellent contribution in 
dealing with all the paper work, is also to be 
thanked. 
One important reason for increasing to monthly 
publication is to diminish the delay from acceptance to
publication. It has been between 7 and 8 months and 
our aim is to reduce that delay to less than 6 months 
(except again for case reports where the delay could be 
considerably longer). There will also be an opportu- 
nity for fast-track publication for the really topical 
papers, which are considered by the Editor and the 
Editorial Board as having a high priority for publica- 
tion because of their scientific importance. Hopefully, 
this will further increase the inflow of good manu- 
scripts. Let me also remind potential submitters of 
manuscripts that adhering closely to the Instructions 
to Authors, which are printed in every issue of the 
journal, will certainly help to speed up the process. 
Serious deviations from these guidelines, on the other 
hand, result in manuscript return for revision before 
the reviewing process can begin. 
Since the name of the journal changed to European 
Journal of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery th ehas 
been a steady increase in the number of endovascular 
papers but I am convinced that many more could be 
submitted. Although there are now specialist endovas- 
cular journals, I believe it is important hat there be 
room for high quality endovascular papers in a 
broader-based vascular surgical journal such as ours. 
Endovascular procedures are increasingly an integral 
part of vascular surgery, so coverage of this growing 
area in one general journal is to be preferred. 
The journal will continue with editorials, review 
articles, original scientific articles and a few case 
reports as well as more technically oriented papers. 
There also is a section for correspondence and I would 
sincerely like to invite the readers of the journal to 
submit correspondence for debate and various view- 
points on what has been published. This will ensure 
that the journal becomes a vibrant forum for fruitful 
discussions. 
The journal's impact factor is improving steadily 
and it is moving up the list of surgical and cardiovas- 
cular journals. I believe it is extremely important hat 
we, as Europeans, try to quote the relevant literature. 
When it comes to vascular surgery much of our good 
scientific work is to be found in our own journal. 
Finally, this issue has a new front cover, which has 
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the dominating features in common with the old one 
but with a more attractive and perhaps artistic design. 
It is the hope of the Editors and the Editorial Board 
that this modernisation will symbolise an important 
step in the journal's progression in which it looks 
forward positively to future challenges and, in 
particular, to becoming the primary resource for the 
very best vascular papers. 
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